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Treacherous Confident : 


. 
FoRTUNE's CHANGE. 


2_Z PON the Confines of Caſtile there 

lived a Nobleman of an eminent 
A Fortune and Diſtinction; who had 
2 retir'd from the Noiſe of Buſineſs 
and the Court, where he had diſtin- 


greeable Solitudes the Court had deny'd him: Firſt 
Aa aſſuring: 


— 


r wn 
aſſuring his Kingſ Sar the Change proceeded from 
no Diſpuſt, or Unweariedneſs in ſerving him, but 
that his decaying Conſtitution craved Eaſe and Re- 
tirement, and render'd him in a great meaſure leſs 
able to diſcharge the many Offices of Truſt, he had 
with a chearful Care and Diligence executed for many 
ears: That ſince he found kimſelf unable longer to 
perform the great Weight of Affairs his Majeſty had 
enn conferr'd on him in his Youth and Vigour, 
ie thought it now his Duty to relinquiſh *em to more 
capable Succeſlors, whilſt he offer'd his latter Days to 
the Praiſe and Service of his God, who had guided 
and protected him fo ſucceſsfully in that to his King, 
bat whenever the critical Affairs of his Majeſty 
requir'd his Aſſiſtance, © both his Life and Fortune 
were deyoted, = e 


The King was too much affected with the Deſign 
of the good Syphon! not to uſe all the kind Oppoſition 
in his Power to diſſwade him from it; for he bad lov'd 
and .confided in him as ina Father; with Tears, Em- 
braces, and the moſt moving signs of Tendernefs, 
he urg'd his long Affection, that he had ſhar'd with 
him all the Honours of his Court, which were only 
-worthy the Merit and Integrity of the Man; and 
would not ceaſe to find additional Favours if they 
were prevailing Allurements: That he never ſuffer'd 
Pain or Pleaſure, but his Syphon was a juſt Partaker , 
and that if a willing Obedience did not ſecure his Per- 
ſon to him as a King, yg, his Gratitude and Affection 
ſhonld endear him to hings a Companion. — But all 
this could have no Efffè & on the reſolv'd Miniſter ; 
who having at length forced an unwilling Conſent 
from the King, departed the Court. = 


As no Favourite ever had leſs Enemies than Syphon, 
ho had always ſupported himſelf by Clemency and 


| L , Tenderneſs, in the Eyes of the Popularity, ſo no One 


- could be more generally lamented ; and if he had any, 


1 
the Edge of their Malice was taken off by this laſt Step 
of humble Reſignation, and true Greatneſs :. In ſhort, 
he quitted the Palace with the Sighs. and Tears of his- 
Friends, and the loud Acclamations of all indifferent 
Perſons, who admir'd his Choice of a private Peace 
of Mind, to all the Inſinuations of a Court, and the 
Careſſes of a fond Prince: And having directed his: 
Way towards his Country Retreat, about three Days 
eaſy Journey, he thither arrived with his Daughter, 
and ſuch of his Domeſticks, as were beſt 2 
and he thought moſt proper for the plain Exerciſe of a: 
Country Life. Th | | 


His Houſe was ſweetly ſituated upon the Banks of a 
fmooth River, in the midſt of a Country, fertile with 
abundant Nature, and had about it all 6 + Embelliſn- 
ments of Art and Improvement to make it dehghtful :: 
His Gardens large and well occupied, he took Plea- 
ſure in cultivating; and often to himſelf. begrudg'd 
the skilful Husbandman his wholeſome Art and Exer 
ciſe, which he ſo long had neglected and contemn'd,, 
for the gawdy Fripperies of Pomp and Pageantry.. 
Thus he was perfectly enamour'd with his eaſy Way 
of Living, kept timely Hours, and lived temperate ; 
grew ſtrong in Body, peaceful in Mind, and ſeem'd 
to regain. Youth and Contentment, which the tumul- 
tuous City had ſo much impair'd.. h 5 


Among the many Mourners at Syphon's Departure, 
were Eriſthenes and Thetes his Son; Eriſthenes of: all 
his Friends moſt dear? Who, by a long Series of 
Friendſhip had: contragfed an inviolable Love with 

Syphon, was comfortleſ$,, He had been ſhelter'd b 
him from the King's Rage, at a time, when he would! 
. have ſacrific'd him to it, for the Death of his Son. 
which he charg'd to the Miſmanagement of Eriſihanes. 
The Occaſion this: Eriſthenes, the King's old and ſuc- 
ceſsful General, was commanded with an Army, to 
ſtoꝑ an Inyaſion made upon the Kingdom, which lie: 
A 3 Preparing 


2 
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preparing to do, committed one Wing of the Battle 
to his Son Thetes, then a Youth, but of moſt extra- 


ordinary Conduct and Bravery ! 


Prince Archimes, the King's only Son, being ex- 
treamly deſirous to ſee a Battle, a thing intirely new 
to him, prevail'd on his too indulgent Father, to let 
him obſerve theAcion ; promiſing not to expoſe him- 
ſelf to any Danger, a Charge of which is given moſt 
ſtrictly to Friſthenes : _— The fatal Day approaches, 
both Armies join, and the Fight appears terrible; at 
firſt the young Prince views at a fate Diſtance the Tra- 
gick Sight, hears the loud Din of War, and is aſto- 
niſh'd ; but caſting his frightned Eyes around, he ſpies 
young Thetes at the Head of his Troops, thundering 
ike Mars! Now here! now there! He fights, ſtill 
conquering! And forcing his Way through thickeſt 
Ranks! But fir'd at length with Emulation, to ſee an 
equal Ape outſtriphis Glory, he catches at his Sword, 
and plunges in among the Enemy, crying out, Theres ! 
Honour! Who gives he deepeſt Blow? Ihetes alarm'd 
with ſuch Expreſſions, turns his Head, and ſees, with 
_ Horror and Surprize, the young Prince fighting like 
2 Madman! And whilſt on every fide he deals De- 
ſtruction, 1 in Fight, he ſtill expoſes his un- 
arm'd, tender Body to the cruel Enemy; who ob- 
ferving one Man do ſo much Miſchicf, all turn their 
Swords upon him: Now Theres, like a Lion, ruſhes 
to his Deliverance! but in vain he outſtrips the Wind, 
Archimes is kild! The Alarm flies thro' the Ranks, 
and quickly pierces Friſthenes's Ear, who hears the 
diſtracting News, and ſtands amaz'd, not knowing 
What to do; mean time the Enemies gain Wha 
when the Thunder-ftruck old Man calling a little Rea- 
ſon to his Aſſiſtance, conſiders, that a Battle and a a 
Son in one Davy, is too much fora King to loſe; fo 
collecting all his Forces, which his exa{perated Son 
had in like manner done, they pour them upon the 


Enemy, and ſoon obtain a vindictive Conqueſt, 


But 


EX) 
But now ! what Fears! Horror! and Deſpair.! 
a divide Eriſthenes, and tear his very Soul He 
took the bloody Coarſe into his Arms, and waſhed it 
with Tears which run in Sluices down his pale Cheeks; 
he tore his venerable Hairs, and utter'd ſuch Moans! 
as terrified all the Hearers ; often in his Agony crying 
out, Why was it not himſelf the Gods were pleaſed 
to take, and ſpared his Prince? Then committing 
the Care of the Army to the Captains, He injoined 
them to return to, the King, and tell him the honeſt 
Truth; adding this, that tho* he could not preſerve _ 
his Son, whoſe Raſhneſs was as unexpected as not to 
be prevented, yet as he had devoted the Lives of his 
Enemies to pleaſe him, ſo he can his own, | 


A 
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This done, he and his Son, retired privately to 
Syphon's, and there remain'd. 


The King was ſo enrag'd at ſo deep a Loſs, that 
he, in the Extravagnee of his Paſſion, denounc'd the 
ſevereſt Revenge againſt Eriſthenes and Thetes; but 
the judicious Syphon ſo mollified him by freqent re- 
monſtrances, that he conſents they may live, but 
out of his Sight and Knowledge : Since which, the 
innocent Exiles were ſupported by the Bounty of their 

_ generous Friend. 


 Almiana! the Joy of Syphon's Life, was now in 
the Bloom of Age, and happy in the moſt extraordi- 
nary Stock of Virtue, Senſe and Beauty: She was 
the Image of her Father for Temper, Humility, and 
-Underftanding ; and the Image of a Venus, for Shape, 
Perſon, and other Graces. 
This agreeable Retreat from the Court, was now 
no leſs grateful to her, than her Father, as it eas'd 
her from the Impertinency of many Suitors, and at- 
forded her more Leiſure to think on her dear Thetes / 
=—————It has already been obſery'd, that Eriſthengs 


and 


%% %ͥôòͥ ]?ĩ˙672?? . 16 SG. =. j ꝗ ꝗð ] y ꝗ . 4 _ 3 2 Fa... 
1 
« RN . . . 


* 


(8) 
and Thetes, were oblig'd to ſcreen themſelves in her 
Father's Houſe from the Diſpleaſure of the King; 


during which Time, Thetes and Almiana had twin'd 


their Hearts together inſeparably ; they ſeem'd to 
have but one Soul, one Affection, and to have been 
cut out for the Happineſs of each other; for ſure no 
two were eyer more ſympathetically form'd. 


Thetes was a Youth of an.amiable Perſonage, fine 
Complexion, beautiful Mien, Stature, Features; 
and of a moſt heroick, generous and brave Diſpoſi- 
on Var was his Trade, and yet he had a Ge- 
nius ſoft and refin d. He was as perfect a 
Courtier as a Soldier, and cou'd flirt the Fan, as well 
as wield the Sword, 


In ſhort, he was the moſt compleat Youth at the 
Court, and even in his ſort of Baniſhment, found: 


Means to gui himſelf eminently, as one pes- 


fectly accompliſh'd ; which gave Occaſion to _y 
to grumble at the King's Cruelty, in ſtifling ſo muc 
Worth and Goodneſs as was in Eriſthenes, and Valour 
and Merit as was in Thetes, ——2——_ This was a ſecret 
Joy to Almiana ; to find the Man ſhe had placed her 
Aﬀedtions on, ſo generally belov'd and admir'd : It 
alſo pleas'd her Generoſity, to countenance a Perſon 
abandon'd and. an Exile; but then ſhe reflected on 
the Unkindneſs of her Fortune, to place the Center 
of her chiefeſt Happineſs, at ſo diſtant a View, as on 
a Perſon obnoxious to the King, without Fortune or 
Friends. Many were the interpoſing Diffi cul- 


ties to their Bliſs, yet {till ſhe wiſh'd for more, to 


make her Love the more apparently Great and Con- 
ſtant; and reſolv'd to perſevere in her Affection, or 
wait the Event of Time, and {tak with her Love. 


Thus ſhe argued, when her Journey to the Coun- 
try gave her new Torment, as it was to tear her from 
Thetes,. on the other hand, was run 


herſelf! 
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(9) 

quite to Deſpair : He, wild with Thought, conſider'd 
her leaving Court, as an eternal Barr to all he could 
expect, or flatter himſelf with from her remaining 
he cou'd not frame any Excuſe for his going with her, 
there to ſtay; that wou'd 1 picion to the King 


of their Amour, who would quickly tear '*em aſunder: 

Beſides, his Circumſtances wou'd not alloy him to 

make frequent Viſits. After this Manner was 

he agitated with all the Anguiſh of deſpairing Love 

and bitter Doubts, not knowing what happy Turn 

could give him Hope, or how he ſhould rel, ; Al- 
miana's Page alarm'd him, with his Lady's impatient 

Command to ſee him : He was joy'd at the Meſſage, 

hoping 'twas ſome Solve to his Diſquiet; but when 

he approachi'd her, ſhe was diſſolv'd in Tears: The 

Page withdrawn, ſhe ask'd him, whether he had 

heard of her Father's untimely Reſolves to quit the 

Court, and remove to a great Diſtance ? and whether 

he had form'd any Expedient to preventtheir parting ? 

or Whether he had determin'd patienly to fit down 

and leave her to her il|-natur'd Fate? That Queſtion 

| Nabb'd the afflicted Youth to the Heart! But when 

he had recover'd his Surprize, he thus reply'd ; 

Unkind Almiana! to doubt my Love, or my Sinceri- 

| ty; can you think my Affection will laſt only in a 
N Calm? and that when a little Storm comes I'll ſnud- 

p der, and quit my Hold; no !-----my Almiana! I'll 

periſh firſt ! firſt ſink to the bottomleſs Abyſs, there 

1 to remain for endleſs Futurity, with perjur'd Fiends, 

p - who plight Love once, to be recall'd again: Oh Al- 

N miana! did you but know the Stings that pierce my 
„ anxious Mind about gur Loves, you would not call 
y 


that honeſt Heart in Queſtion, that only beats to your 
Inſtinct. To you I commit the Guidance of 
our prepoſterous Affairs: inftru& me but how to exe- 
cute, and you ſhall know, that J have a willing Hand, 
— and Heart fixt to your immutable Direction! 
a Oh curſed Day! that diſabled me from ar juſt 
n Claim to all I value. But wherefore ? Is it be- 


cauſe 


(10) 
cauſe I cou'd not avert the inevitable Decree of Fate, 
and ſave the Prince alive when doom'd to die ?------—- 
Or ſhall I bear it? No———-T'l ſeize the unjuſt 
Monarch by the Beard, and drag him from the Throne, 
or he ſhall reſtore my Fortune, Power, all I had be- 
fore, and give my Almiana! to theſe deſiring Arms. 
He would have gone on, but ſhe interrupted, 
putting him in mind of the Time allow'd *em, which 
was but ſhort, - That what ſhe could now ad- 
viſe, was to ſtifle all Reſentment and Concern at 
her Departure: That ſhe would have him pay a Viſit 
to her Father, from his, after ſome time; and that 
they muſt expect for a while the Anger of the King 
to abate; that if no open Means wou'd be agreeable 
in the competent Event of Time, ſhe then refolv'd, to 
throw her felt into his Arms, and there meet all their 
Opponents Rage with Smiles. They parted 
ſuitable to their Exceſs of Loves, and having dragg*d 
their unwilling Eyes aſunder, ſhe ſet out with her Fa- 
ther; he remain'd obſcurely with his. 


Almiana had not been longqrrived in the Country, 
when impatient Thezes, poſtedthither on the Wings 
of Love————Syphon receiv'd him kindly, as the 
Son of his boſom Friend; but told him, that altho' 
his Familiarity in his Houſe at Court, was taken no 
Notice of, yet here it certainly wou'd not paſs unob- 
ſerv'd; 1 that he may not venture on ano- 
ther Viſit of the Kind, leſt it ſhould be detrimental 
to both Families, or at leaſt the Ruin of his Friend E- 
riſthenes. He embraced him as for a long Abſence, 

and deſiring him, to aſſure his Father of bis eternal 
Friendſhip, took his leave. But when Almiana 
heard the diſpleaſing Conference, how was ſhe tor- 
mented? She look'd on Theres, then on her ſelf, as 
two W retches deſtin'd to much Miſery, -How- 
ever, ſhe ſmother'd her Grief, and directed him to 
return; for that his Stay was rightly judg'd by her Fa- 
ther to be dangerous, as he had Enemies to his Fame, 
RE and 


ceived a violent Paſſion tor Almiana, be 
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and buſy Spies, that would be glad to buz it in the 
King's Ear. That ſhe intended, at a convenient Lei- 
ſure, to let her Father into the whole Secret of their 
Affafrs; and urge their Loves with an undoubted 
Suceeſs : And would not fail adviſing him by Letters 
of the Event. Half dead, between Hope and 
Deſpair, he proceeded on his Journey : And then it 
was ſhe gave Vent to her burſting Soul! She reflected 
how — her innocent Love had made her; and 
thought the Gods alittle ſevere, in cauſing fo great a 
Diſtance between her and her Happineſs, and pu- 

fiſhing her for an amiable and gratetul Paſſion ! She 


had no Confident to whom ſhe could reveal the pain- 


ful Secret; or from whom ſhe could expect Pity or 
Relief. Thus ſhe languiſh'd away e Days; 


when a new Scene of Love came faſt upon her, 


Scomes a Favourite, and near the King, had con- 

fore her Re- 
ceſs from the Court. He was opulent, a cunning Po- 
litician, and a nice Courtier : He had learn'd Diſſem- 
bling, Flattering, and Treachery; and was Maſter 
of all the cunning Vices, without the Honeſty of the 


faithful Sh, whof, Place he had enjoy'd ſince his 


Relinquiſhment...-=—— This Scopes had betray'd the 
King to a Confidence in him; and making uſe of his 
Intereſt, prevail'd on the royal Goodnefs, to write 
by him Letters to Syyhon, importing his Deſire to 
have Scomes allied to him by Almiana's Hand; who 
as a Perſon he had long deſign'd for his many Deſerts 


to be his Son, would without doubt prove agreeable 
to both. 


Big with theſe Hopes! He ſets out from Court; and 
ina little Time appear'd to Syphon with the King's 
Letters. The grateful old Man was overjoy'd to ſee the 
Writing of his much lov'd Maſter, with Tears in his 
Eyes, he kiſſed the Name, then peruſed the Contents; 
and haying paus'd a little, .expreſs'd his Thanks to the 


e 
King, for the Kindneſs he intended him, and affur'd 
Scomes, that his willing Obedience which had always 
rompted him to a ſtrict Obſervance of the King's 
Pireclions ſhould not fail in this, as it was a Propoſal 
that tended to his Honour and Satisfaction. That 
he eſteem'd Scomes as a well-deſerving Perſon; and 
would uſe his Influence to effect his royal Maſter's 
Pleaſure in't; but that his Child ſhould be abſolute in 
fuch-a Choice! tho? he would recommend him to her, 
as one agreeable to her King, and her Father; and 
Ieave the reſt to the Direction of her Inclinations: 
Scomes thank'd him; and Syphon introduc'd him to - 
Almiana, Den | 3 


_ *Tis impoſſible to expreſs the various Sentiments 
of the afflicted Almiana! to behold a Rival to her 
' Thetes; and in the good Opinion of the King, and 
her Father: What can ſhe expect now but Death, or 
the Loſs of the Man ſhe loves more than Life? She 
receiyed him civilly; but her Eyes, her Words, her 
Mind, were all taken up with big Ideas of her unhap- 


0 Love, and obſtruct a Paſſage to her Words: She 


oke but little, and that indixect -In ſpite of 
all her Art to hide her love- ſick Mind, till her Confu- 
ſion betray'd to Scomes, the violent Symptoms of a 
revers'd Inclination to his. He was ſurpriz'd 
72 find ſo great an Alteration, from what he had ob- 
ery'd at Court; and determin'd to acquaint her Fa- 
ther of the Chagrin, he had ſo unexpectedly found 
her in; hoping thereby, either to learn the Meaning 
of the unfortunate Change, to his Wiſhes; or to 
procure an Admonition from him to her, in his Fa- 
vour, which might greatly affect a Lady ſo tutor'd to 
Obedience. With theſe Reſolutions, he was about 
to withdraw, when Almiana rais'd her dejected Head, 
and perceiving a ſullen Gloom o'erſpread his Coun- 
tenance, quickly diſcover'd what was the Cauſe, and 
what would be the Effect: Trembling therefore! ſhe 
threw her ſelf before him, and having ſuppreſs'd a 
6, | mile. 


3 : 
little her ſwelling Grief, Ns begun to this Purpoſe. 
| Oh Sir! if there be generoſity in Man? let 
it now diſplay its fulleſt Force, to excite an honoura- 
ble Pity in your Breaſt, for one moſt wretched !---.- 
Jam an humble Suppliant at your Feet, juſt at the 
Criſis of my Fate; and ready to diſcloſe the Secret, 
on which my future Peace, and very Life depend. 
— Firſt tell me, that you'll be my Friend; and 
promiſe to be tender of the Quiet of my Soul !----- 


Scomes, aſtoniſh'd at the melancholy Prologue; 
by caſting his Eyes upon the beauteous Diſconſolate.! 
3 drown'd in Tears; and revolving in his 
Mind her moving Speech, of which the true meanir 
; he could little perpetrate, and all the Marks ſhe gave 
N of deep Diſtreis; he yow'd moſt ſolemnly toTuccour 
| 1 her, with all his (parity in Perſon, Life, 
. or Fortune: Begg'd her to relate with haſte her Trou- 
. ble, that he may fly to ſerve her; and gave the poor 
. diſtreſs'd Lady, all the Aſſurances of an unfeign'd 
6 Paſſion and Will to oblige her. And then! the 
> too credulous Almiana! began the Adventure of her 
f 
4 
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Love with Thetes; forgot no Circumſtance, no fond, 
endearing Interview, or Dialogue between em, 
from the Firſt of their Paſſion: Told ſuch a Story! 
of their diſaſtrous Loves, as wou'd have awaken d 
bs Pity in the moſt obdurate Tyrant, and (which ſhould 
3 be more efficacious to the Generous mind) added the 


{> 

d Confidence ſhe had repoſed in him, who was a Rival, 
g or at leaſt ſo, before ſhe had made him a Confident. 
0 That ſhe had intruſted him with a Treaſure, 
bs Pearer to her than her Life! and hoped he wou'd be 
0 as tender of it as of his own : That ſince he was too 
it well acquainted with her Diſpoſition, to believe any 
, Man cou'd ever ſhare her Affection but Theres, be 
"A wou'd think no more of it, being impoſſible; but now 
d to reſign freely his Friendſhip and Aſſiſtance, as he 
S had moſt ſacredly avow'd it, and all his Endeayours 


that may be conduciye to render her what ſhe'cou'd 
Es > not 
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not be happy without. She alſo declar'd to 
him the Reaſon of her not committing the Affair to 
her Father, which was not out of fear to his Repri- 
mand, or Anger, he having often aſſur'd her of his 


Reſolve, to give her a determinate Choice in a Hus- 
band; but their Tenderneſs and Affection to a Parent 


' inform'd her how ungratefula Propoſition her preſent 


Love wou'd be to him, as placed on a Perſon hated 
by the King; and tho' her Father was perſonally in- 


elined to Thetes, as a meritorious Youth, and Son to 
his deareſt Friend! yet, his rigid Duty, to, which he 


is bigotted, muſt inſtruct him to an obedient” Averſi- 
on to Thetes alſo.-----And now you have my all! By 


the ſacred Tyes of Honour I conjure you! Treaſure 


it well and hear the inviolable Charge !----The Hopes 
with * you left the Court, being thus diſſipated; 
certainly your Return thither will be ſoon : You have 
the King's Ear, and can convey ſuch Thoughts there- 


in, as will raiſe my Theres to his former Glory,--------- 
But perhaps I'm partial to my Cauſe, blind in my own | 


Opinion, and impoſe what is not to be done: How- 


_ ever you can, you muſt, you ſurely will be ſecret as 
the dead, till the happy Revolution of a little Time, 
| Thall wake the erroneous King, to a juſt Knowledge 
of my Thetes's Innocence, reſtore him all his Favours 


Joſt, and crown theſe longing Arms! with the vir- 
tuous Hero.------Then fell a ſecond Show'r of Tears; 
Tears! that cou'd not fail moying even the treache- 


rous Scopes, to Proteſtations of all the Sincerity in 


Man, calling all the Imprecations of the Damn'd up- 


on himif he wou'd ceaſe to labour at a Re-union of 


the King and Theres; or if a Thought ſo baſe ſhou'd 
once enter his Mind as the divulging that fatal Se- 
cref, | | | | 


Almiana being a little comforted with the promis'd 
Deluſion, compoſed herſelt to her former Temper; 
leſt a Suſpicion in her Father, ſhould occaſion an En- 
quiry into her untoward Aﬀairs, which would oblige 

| ! | her 


e Eon nt 


(If) 
her to a Diſcovery of what would neceſſarily give him 
the ſeyereſt Uneaſineſs: For ſhe was a Pattern to O- 
bedience, a Stranger to Equiyocation, and knew not. 
how to peryert the Truth. 7 


When Scomes had taken his Farewel of her, he went 
to Syphon, and told him, He had found Almiana as 
kind, as fair: That his Buſineſs at Court, unluckil 
demanded his being there immediately ; which he as 
ſoon as conveniently, would diſpatch; and then return 


to compleat his Hap ineſs with the beauteous Almia- 


na. Syphon congratulated him on his Succeſs, and they 
parted. | | | 


No ſooner Scomes had turn'd his Back, than he gave 
Room to all the black Invention that a Man inflam'd 
with burning Love, and void of Honour, could 
frame. He conſider'd Almiana divinely fair! but di- 
vinely virtuous! and conſtant to her firſt Affections: 
In ſhort, that ſhe was a pining Fool, to ſlight Wealth 
and Credit for Poverty and Diſgrace; but o perfect a 
Beauty, ſo delightfully lorm'd! that he could not live 


without enjoying her: How was that to be affected? 
Her Father would not force her, and a voluntary Love 


he could never hope for, whilſt Theres liv'd : Gh hor- 
rible Thought! muſt he be ſacrific'd, and with him 
Almiana? And can ſuch Perfidy enter into the Mind 
of her profeſs'd Friend With ſuch traiterous Emo- 
tions was he ſhaken from his late Steen Vows of 


Honour, till he arrived at Court; ere he paid his 


Reſpects to the King, and gave him the ſame deceit- 
ful Aſſurance he had done to Syphon, 


/ 


The next Day he ſent privately to enquire forThetes,. 
but could have no other Intelligence of him, than 
that he had rid abroad early that Morning. 
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No ſooner Scomes had left Court, upon the Embaſſy | 


of his Love, than -Thetes was inform'd of it, It 
fhock'd him firſt, with all the various Doubts and 
Suſpicions to be apprehended from ſo powerful a Ri- 
val; but his Almiana's Truth, ſtill ſupported him from 
many and dangerous Reſolutions, _— However, he 
could not indulge his Mind with one eaſy Thought, 
*till he had determin'd to poſt thither in Diſguiſe, 
where he may obſerve the Motions of Scomes, and be 


at hand to aſſiſt his Almiana at any Exigency ; and had, 


the ſame Day Scomes ſent to find him out, taken Horſe 


for Sython's. 


Wilen the Meſſenger return'd to Scomes without any 
eee Account of Thetes, he ea dy gueſs'd whither 

e was gone; and curſing himſelf with Vexation to 
have him ſnatch'd out of his Reach ſo ſuddenl , then 
to think in how little a time he ſhould be ollefs'd of 
Almiana, exaſperated his Deſpair : He therefore re- 


ſolv' d to put it to a ſ 2 Iſſue, " the horrideſt Mur- _ 


reſh Horſes, he purſued him 


der! — And ordering 
with the greateſt Eagerneſs and Precipitation. 


How omnipotent is the Preſervation of the Al. 
mighty Being! which protects the Innocent and Me- 
ritorious, from the Snares of the Envious and Cruel. 
—— For behold ! Theres, now upon his Journey, im- 


patiently puſhing on to reach his Soul's Deſire; as he 
travell'd towards the Evening by the Side of a Wood, 
heard a mournful Voice, like that of a dying Perſon; 


and being excited by Pity, to draw nearer, Tau | 


guiſh'd it to be a Woman's, The gallantYou 


could not liſten to ſo moving a Sound, without exa- 
mining the Cauſe ; and mending his Pace, he ap- 
proach'd nearer, till coming to the. Covert of the 
Wood, he ſaw a Servant leading three Horſes ſplen- 
didly accouter'd, tg whom he addreſs'd himſelf, to. 
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+ willingly to comply with, ſhe being a Lady of parti-- 
cular Quality, and Neice to the King; yet was he: 


| CHF „ 
know the Cauſe of ſuch melancholy Cries: But the |] 
wicked Accomplice anſwering him rudely, Thetes 


ftruck him with the Pummel of his Sword to thaarth,, 
who as he fell, gave ſucha Roar as alarm'd his cruel 


Maſter, and made him leap from the Ground, where: 


be had ſupinely thrown a fair Lady ; who, being quite 


| you with crying to the Winds, and oppoſing her 
| fmall Force to the Barbarian,was fallen into a Swoon,. 
and he was now about to execute his villamous De- 


ſign, when Thetes's Coming prevented it.———But 
the furious Wretch enrag'd Ge the Diſappointment, 
without Thought or Expoſtulation; flew at Theres with 
his Sword, as deſperate now, as he was before cow-- 
ardly; and before he eould prepare, wounded him 
ſlightly : But the impotent Monſter ſoon trembles 
under the manly Arms of Thetes, and is poorly oblig'd 
to requeſt a Being, unworthy its Exiſtence, But his 
Conqueror, mercifulas valiant! gives him his Life: 
And having tied the Raviſher and his Servant Back to 


Back to a Tree; he raiſed the dyin Lady; who, be- 


ing come to herſelf, and knowing her Deliverer thro” 
his Diſguiſe, thus ſpoke What Thanks or Re- 
compence ſufficient can I give to the noble Theres for 
his Ailiſtance? Which has reſcued me from the vileſt 


Ignominy, and ſaved me from the foul Embrace of | 


the baſe Moralzo.- — But the Night coming faſt: 


on 'em, interrupted her; and oblig'd them to haſten 


out of the intricate Wood, into the high Way to- 
Court, whither ſhe had intreated him to accompany 
her: And tho“ the Requeſt was what would bear no 


Deliberation in granting, and what he ſeem'd moft: 


much diſturb'd at the unkind Accident, that prevented 
his ſeeing Almiana, for at leaſt a Day or two; and: 
uncertain, in how much ſne wanted him, As: 
they travell'd, ſhe gave him this further Account. of 


Ao ralto's Villany.— He has for fome Months 
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. paſt paid his Court to me with the greateſt Ardency, 
and (tho' I now bluſhto think it) found Means to in- 
ſinuate his Paſſion to me ſo far, that I could have con- 
ſented to have made him my Husband; but my Mo- -_ 
ther had conceived fuch an Averſion to him, onac- 
count of his Principals, which ſhe had learn'd, tho“ 
I was a Stranger to *em, as would bear no Alleviance: 
And perceiving him more and more aſſiduous, cau- 
tion'd me, on the Forfeiture of my Obedience and 
her Affection, to entertain any more a fayourable 
Opinion of dim; or to ſuffer his Company; nay, to 
ſee him, As1 had only look'd on him as a Perſon to- 
lerably agreeable, the ſmall Impreſſion he had made, 
eaſily wore off; and ſince, till this fatal Day, I have 
= 2 him: But riding abroad this Morning to take 
the Air, a few Miles diſtant from the Town, the Ser- 
vant delaying behind, I had got inſenfibly out of 
Sight and Hearing, when Moralio accoſted me, The 
firſt Ceremonies being paſs'd, he ſeia'd my Reins, 
and with a ſtern Look and Wildneſs in his diſorder'd_ 
Countenance, pronounced the. wicked Sentence he 
would haye-ſince executed, without your timely Re- 
lief; vowing, that he would ſatiate his Luſt, and be 
reyeng'd on. an ill-natur'd Jilt, In vain I ſtruggled, 
in vain J cried and intreated, the Tyrant was inex o- 
rable! His Servant ſtriking the Beaſt on which I rode, 
and he ſupporting my fainting Body, brought us in 
ſome time, thro' the moſt unfrequented Paths, to 
that Wood, where you found us in; tlie intended 
Scene of his Baſeneſs. We no ſooner ſtopt, than he 
tore me from my Horſe, and threw me ſcrambling 
to the Earth; there again, I renew'd all the Pray'rs 
and Intreaties the Villain would give me time for, and 


all the Strength of a weak Woman; but being quite 
od'ercome by his ſuperior Force, my Spirits ſunk, and 4 
leit my feeble Body an eaſy Conqueſt to his brutal 4 
Rage; when, Thanks be to the allfeeing Providence! w 
vou came, by ſome divine Inſtinct, to ſave my burſt- ] 
. V : 
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ment for this uncommon Fayour : PI ſtraight tot 
_-. King, andcaſt my ſelf at his Feet, never to riſe, till 

he careſſes you as once he did. Thetes return d 

her his proper Thanks: And/ committing all to her 

. Diſcretion, they being now come near theirJourney's 

End, he took his Leave and purſued his intended 


the Cloſe of Night, came up to a 
. confus'd are the Senſes of W retches prepoſſeſs'd with 
. Miſchief, and the Reaſon ſo eclips'd. by the black 
Thoughts that cloud it; that he, not deſerying the 
Error, diſcharg'd his Piſtol in the 1 erkon's 
Heart: C Hledo 
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ding Heart and reſcue me from the moſt deteſted | 
Rape! And know, brave Theres! that now I burn 
with Gratitude to make you ſuitable art ear ＋ 


* ” 
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Courſe. 


But to return to Scomes, who rid full ſpeed to com- 


plicate his Treachery, and had now but a ſmall Di- 
ſtance to ſurprize the unguarded Theres, when that 
fortunate Adventure diverted him from his Fate; for- 
Whilſt he was employed in freeing the diſtreſs'd Lady, 


Scones paſs'd by; and keeping a ſpeedy Rate, about 
K 3 But ſo 


ux from 5 


Crying, Thetes! here comes a B 

your Almigna „„ 

The Servant that attended him, had not been ac- 
uainted with the inhuman Deſign: But when he ſaw 


the breathleſs Body fall, and Theres named, he was 
ſtruck with Horror. He had formerly been a Servant 
in the Family of Syphon, and had received ſuch Fa- 
vouis from Almiana, as had confirm'd in him an ho- 
naeſt Heart towards her: He was not intirely unac- 
quainted with her Love; and reſolv'd now, fincehe 


could not prevent the Death of her Belov'd, at leaſt 


not to conceal it, or the barbargus Author: There- : 
| fore, taking the Advantage of the Parkneſs, which 
happen'd then to be very great, and pretending that 


his Horſe was ungoyernable by the Noiſe EE 
”_ es, 


| „ 
he ſoon ſhifted out of the Obſervance of Scomes ; 
and then changing his Courſe, ſet Spurs, and by 


Break of Day arrived with the 'ungrateful News at 


I ſna'n't here endeavour to paint a Paſſion, which 


* 
S, 


(. 


, 


my Pen can but faintly do; for ſuch was the Beha- 


viour of the frantick Almiana, when ſhe heard the 
piercing Tale, as is eaſier conceiy'd than deſcrib'd. 


After many Exceſſives, ſhe fell on her Knees to her 


Father, and beg'd him to hear the Narration of her 


Tragick Story; and then ſhe proceeded to a broken 


and interrupted Account of it, with the Cauſe of her 


not putting an eaſier Confidence in him: And laſtly, 
the Treachery of her Confident, which had com- 
pleated her wretched . The tender old Man 
was inconſolably griev'd at the Fortune of his Daugh- 


ter, and the Death of that hopeful Youth : He often 


invoked the Gods, ſince 'twas paſt human Power to 


comfort her: But ſhe giving a looſe to her Sorrow, 


"refuſed all Mitigation; and begging ner Father to per- 
mit her paying a willing Tribute to his laſt Obſequies, 


he gave Directions for her being carried towards the 


dead Body; himſelf following as faſt as his Age and 
Frouble would endure. . pb. | 


But when the bloody Corpſe appear'd to wild Al. 
miana's Eyes, ſheloft all Sign of Life; then comin 
to herſelf, ſhe filFd the Air with Shrieks ſo loud! as * 
ihe meant to wake him from the Dead. But perceiv- 
ing her Spirts almoſt decay'd, and her End approach- 


ing, ſhe beg' d earneſtly for one laſt Embrace of the 


_ cold Clay; which being brought to her, fhe view'd 
it oer and o%er, but could not find her lovely Thetes 

there : With ſtrict er Eyes ſhe gaz d on all his Features,. 
but no Tincture of a Likeneſs offer'd to hePwond'ring: 
Eyes; nor could even Death cauſe ſo great a Deluſion 
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in his well-known Face: Yet Mill ſhe fear'd ! ſtill 


din & 32 


ſigh'd ! and wept ! Syphon being now arrived, de- 


clares the ſame Opinion ; and there is a general Con- 
ſternation, concerning the important Miſtake. Then 
Scomes's Servant is call'd for, who affirms (from Place 


and Circumſtance) that his Maſter had murder'd that 


Body for Theres, but was rejoiced to perceivethe lucky 


Miſtaxk e. 4.4 was notwithſtanding anxi- 
ous for her Thetes, and yet ſuryey'd the Body all o'er, 
but found it all o'er ſtrange ; and they were all in the 
greateſt: Doubts and Obſcurity, when an Object - 2 
peared, that clear'd the miſtic Adventure, and diſſi- 


pated all their Fears. — And now Thetes came 


riding penſively along; when to his Surprize he be- 
held the PN Aſſembly; and caſting his ama- 
Zed Eyes around, at laſt fixt'em on Almiana: He 
flew from his Horſe, and having embrac'd her, then 
Syphon; demanded the Reaſon of their Confuſion ; 
which they in brief inform'd him, when comparing 
Notes with Scomes's kind Delinquent, they eaſily de- 
tected the whole Villany of the treacherous Confident, 


they all caſt up their Eyes with Surprize and Thanks- 


giving, and Syphon (putting their willing Hands to- 


gether) addreſs'd himſelf, thus — Since the Gods 
have thus countenanced the Loves of this joyful Pair! 
and haye thus declar'd themſelves inſtrumental in 


preſerving this noble Vouth! to the Joy of us all, and 
the Reſcue of my Daughter's Life: Let us give em 
Thanks, and join the Couple, which is miraculouſly 
diſtinguiſh'd to be their Will, Come, my Children! 
I'll take you in my Arms, and preſent you to my gra- 
cious Maſter, who will not deny me what 1 ſhall re- 


- queſt, to make you oth cantly happy: He will 


Tr, he cannot, longer refuſe his Love to Theres, who 
has protected a Branch of his Family from everlaſting 
Infamy, with the Hazard of his Lite; and has ever 
behav'd himſelf, even in his Exilement, with ſo much 
ſuperior Merit: I know the King's tender, compaſſi- 
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nate 3 "ah Awbile he receives bim to his for · = 
mer Fayour, and joins your willing Hands, will grant 


_ ample Juſtice on the Traytor Scomes. Come chen! 
Let's ſupplié 
now ſwerve 4 


Treatherous ana W 
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: y good old Maſter, ho will not | 
hat has been his Characteriſtick, 
To reward this + e and to And * the 


